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RECORD  CROP  OF  TURKEYS  THIS  YEAR 


Farmers  are  raising  about  76  million  turkeys  this  year — 16  percent  more  than 
in  1955,  according  to  a preliminary  estimate  of  the  Crop  Reporting  Board.  .About 
29  percent  more  heavy  treed  turkeys  are  being  raised  this  year  than  last,  •while 
light  breeds  show  a decrease  of  19  percent.  Light  breeds  are  18  percent  of  the 
total  raised  this  year,  compared  with  26  percent  last  year. 

Heavy  breed  increases  from  last  year  were  U8  percent  in  the  South  Central, 

39  percent  in  the  West  North  Central,  35  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic,  25  per- 
cent in  the  East  North  Central  and  20  percent  in  the  West.  There  was  no  change 
in  the  North  Atlantic  States.  Heavy  whites  raised  this  year  will  be  about  a 
fourth  of  all  heavies  raised.  By  geographic  areas,  heavy  whites  as  a percent 
of  all  heavies  raised  are  60  percent  in  the  North  Atlantic,  36  percent  in  the 
East  North  Central,  30  percent  in  the  West  North  Central,  28  percent  in  the 
South  Atlantic,  25  percent  in  the  South  Central  and  b percent  in  the  West. 

Light  breed  turkeys  show  decreases  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Decreases 
from  last  year  are  5 percent  in  the  South  Central,  7 percent  in  the  South 
Atlantic,  16  percent  in  the  West,  27  percent  in  the  East  North  Central,  3h 
percent  in  the  West  North  Central,  and  U2  percent  in  the  North  Atlantic  States. 

Last  January,  farmers  expressed  their  intentions  to  raise  about  lit  percent 
more  heavy  breed  turkeys  this  year,  with  increases  varying  from  7 percent  in  the 
North  Atlantic  to  38  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic  States.  They  intended  to 
raise  16  percent  fewer  light  breeds,  with  decreases  varying  from  11  percent  in 
the  West  North  Central  to  25  percent  in  the  East  North  Central  States.  However, 
the  South  Central  States  intended  to  raise  2 percent  more  light  turkeys  this 
year.  The  1955  turkey  crop  was  3 percent  smaller  than  in  195iu  Prices 
received  by  producers  for  turkeys  during  the  last  half  of  1955  averaged  7 
percent  higher  than  a year  earlier  and  poultry  feed  prices  averaged  10  percent 
lower. 

During  the  first  half  of  1956,  which  covers  the  main  hatching  season,  prices 
received  for  turkeys  averaged  6 percent  higher  than  a year  earlier  and  poultry 
feed  prices  averaged  7 percent  lower.  Turkey  producers  have  more  than  doubled 
their  intended  increase  of  heavy  breed  turkeys,  while  they  decreased  their 
light  breed  turkeys  slightly  more  than  they  had  intended. 

In  this  report,  light  breed  turkeys  include  .jeltsville  Small  White,  Jersey 
Buff,  Royal  Palm  and  Wild  turkeys.  Heavy  breed  turkeys  include  all  other  breeds. 
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